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OLD ENGLISH PERIOD 





MIDDLE ENGLISH PERIOD 





CHAUCER’S WORKS 



EARLY RENAISSANCE PERIOD 



ELIZABETHAN PERIOD 











JACOBEAN PERIOD 





CAROLINE PERIOD 
  The Caroline Age covers the reign of Charles I 

(“Carolus”). John Milton, Robert Burton, and George 
Herbert are some of the notable figures. 

 

    TIME PERIOD: 1625–1649 



PURITAN AGE 



RESTORATION PERIOD 



AUGUSTAN AGE 



ROMANTIC REVIVAL 



VICTORIAN AGE 



EDWARDIAN PERIOD 
 This period is named for King Edward VII and covers 

the period between Victoria’s death and the outbreak 
of World War I. Although a short period (and a short 
reign for Edward VII), the era includes incredible 
classic novelists such as Joseph Conrad, Ford Madox 
Ford, Rudyard Kipling, H.G. Wells, and Henry James 
(who was born in America but spent most of his 
writing career in England); notable poets such as 
Alfred Noyes and William Butler Yeats; and dramatists 
such as James Barrie, George Bernard Shaw, and John 
Galsworthy. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/william-butler-yeats-2725285


GEORGIAN PERIOD 

 The Georgian period usually refers to the reign of George V 
(1910–1936) but sometimes also includes the reigns of the 
four successive Georges from 1714–1830. Here, we refer to 
the former description as it applies chronologically and 
covers, for example, the Georgian poets, such as Ralph 
Hodgson, John Masefield, W.H. Davies, and Rupert 
Brooke. 

 Georgian poetry today is typically considered to be the 
works of minor poets anthologized by Edward Marsh. The 
themes and subject matter tended to be rural or pastoral in 
nature, treated delicately and traditionally rather than with 
passion (like was found in the previous periods) or with 
experimentation (as would be seen in the upcoming 
modern period).  
 



MODERN PERIOD 



 
 
The Postmodern Period (1945-…) 
 
 The postmodern period begins about the time that 

World War II ended. Many believe it is a direct 
response to modernism. Some say the period ended 
about 1990, but it is likely too soon to declare this 
period closed. Poststructuralist literary theory and 
criticism developed during this time. Some notable 
writers of the period include Samuel Beckett, Joseph 
Heller, Anthony Burgess, John Fowles, Penelope M. 
Lively, and Iain Banks. Many postmodern authors 
wrote during the modern period as well.  

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/waiting-for-godot-quotes-741824


SOME IMPORTANT TEXTS ON 
HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 


