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KARL MARX, WHO?

= Karl Marx (1818 - 1883) was initially inspired by Hegel’s philosophical framework of absolute idealism,
which briefly infers that our sense of self and our comprehension of the world are both shaped up by
the interaction of opposites, though we do not position ourselves in opposition but rather as part of an

all-inclusive whole.

= Marx gradually rejected theology and turned to materialism as

a mind-set and worldview.

= Marxism therefore engages in social analysis in terms of
economic standards, focusing on class relations and socio-

economic disparities.
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Weaarx on Boyrgeoisie:

The bovrgeoisie (enterprise of
wpperters) “ereates 4
world after s own image.”
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HEGEL'S LOGICAL DIAMENTION

 An object taken as simple dictum - a simply given fact.

 “Externalized” — having no independent identity but
constituted by its relation with other objects. |

* “Meditated Unity” — perceived as a principal of unity
between universal and particular, between essence and
appearance.




Hegel's Hiatorical Methood




MARX AND DTIALECTIC

» Marx says ‘freedom’ is only enjoyed by the
bourgeoisie, as they break free from the eatlier
superstitious and irrational edifice of feudalism and
absolutism.

»They establish a more rational free market economy
and a society on rational principal (Capitalism)

* However, in it too, like earlier social structures, the
humble section of the population is neglected and
oppressed.
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c. Weateridl Concept of History

Dinlectic Materinlism:

> Botl Hegel and Mare convidertd e world, bumar beings

> Hegel inaiated that Mo dialectical movement in bistory s
diver by an abrolite power of God.

>Mark insisted ot Wis didlectical movemernt was
motwated by MATERIAL forces and rlations of economic
production. ln particulan, le viewed listory as dniven by
CLASS STRUGGLE.
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Beise avd Superstructure

SUPERSTRUCTURE

Everything not directly
base shapes to do with production superstructure

superstructure = maintains base
Media Politics —

Religion Family
Culture Education

Z

Ideology

BASE

Relations of Production
Proletariat, bourgoisie, etc.
Private property, capital, commodities, etc. Economy

Means of Production
Machines, factories, land, raw materials etc.

Source: The Narratologist



Man’s furst historical act is the production of means to satisfy his
material needs. The production of life through both labour and

procreation, is both natural and social.
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The Superstructure

Marx saw that certain structures act to support
this financial power-base. The 2 main ways this
can happen is via repression or ideologically.

Repressive Structures:
Those that threaten to act
with force if rules are not
upheld.

.

Ideological Structures:
Those that act to construct the
values and ideologies which

govern the way people behave.
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Consequences of Socicl Division of l-abour

bemet, private propenty.
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Warx on state:

o “[llusory communal Lfe”.
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E. Warx’s Nokion of
Ideclogy

< The ruling class represents its own interests and the
interests of the people as a whole.The modern state, as
Marx says,“is but a committee for managing the common
affairs of the whole hourgeoisie”.

«»Marx observes that the class which is struggling, must
gain political power in order to represent its interest as
general interest.



F. Wearx’'s Eecocnowmice Viewss

Developing the distinction between use value and
exchange value, Marx arrived at the notion of
surplus value, whereby, labour power as embodied in
products is incompletely compensated.

Marx saw this form of economic exploitation as
underlying the ultimate downfall of capitalism.

Capitalism will ultimately give way to Communism
leading to common ownership of land and means of
production.
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Marsiot eeplisation and cravings fon women's 2iglts were
[t merntioned in W werk of Frederich. Engels in e book
dbows below.

FRIEDRICH ENGELS

THE ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY,
PRIVATE PROPERTY
AND THE STATE

In the Light of the Researches of
Lewis H. MoRrGaN

WITH AN APPENDIX
A Newly Discovered Case of Group Marriage (1892)
By F. ENGELS

FRIEDRICH ENGELS (1893,
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Prescribes Mr. Engels. . .

The first premise for the emancipation of women 1Is
the reintroduction of the entire female sex into
republic industry.

When the means of production become common
property, the individual family will cease to be
economic unit of the society. Thus economic
foundation of monogamy will vanish.



Next Class: Marxism — relevance and
scope; as Literary Theory
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